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Re: Request to Extend Comment and Reply
s [o] 87-26

Dear Mr. Caton:

The Federal Communications Commission ("Commission") on August
14, 1996, released its Sixth Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making
("Sixth Further Notice") in MM Docket No. 87-268 (In the Matter of
Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact upon the Existing
Television Broadcast Service). This document provides a draft
Table of DTV Allotments and policies and procedures for developing
and assigning DTV frequencies. The Commission’s document not only
provides valuable insight regarding DTV channel allotment
methodologies, but requests comments on a number of issues. The
Commission has requested that comments be filed by November 22,
1996, and reply comments by December 23, 1996. It is requested
that these dates be extended to permit further study of the

multiple technical issues related to the digital television
operation.

This office has reviewed the Sixth Further Notice to respond
to numerous technical questions for various parties. We note that
the Broadcast Caucus is also studying the Commission’s DTV proposal
and has made considerable effort to identify any known errors in
the Commission’s technical data base and that process continues.!

This office believes that there are a number of questions
which cannot be adequately addressed by November 22, 1996. For
example, WHMM-TV, Channel 32, Washington, D.C., is assigned Channel
6 for its DTV operation which is adjacent to the non-commercial
educational FM band. 1In Washington, D.C., there are a number of FM

Ithis is a necessary function as the technical data base is used in the
extensive coverage and interference calculations.
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educational stations such as WAMU(FM) and WPFW(FM)? which can
adversely impact on the proposed channel 6 DTV operation.

In addition, detail studies are required to determine whether
a 1 kW DTV operation on Channel 6 can provide reliable DTV service

to a large metropolitan area such Washington D.C. as proposed for
WHMM-TV.

Furthermore, this office notes that many small market stations
are trying to make assessments on the Sixth Further Notice,
however, many of these stations do not have extensive resources to

study these various issues in an abbreviated time frame dictated by
the current comment dates.

We note that NTIA is attempting to offer a computer service to
the broadcasters which would enable them to make assessment of
alternative DTV channels. We understand that NTIA has not been
able to offer that service due to initial programming difficulties.
This would be a valuable resource and would contribute to a more
complete understanding of various proposals.

It is also noted that the Commission has not proposed any
rules or methods for determining impact of DTV on the adjacent
channel mobile operations. The current NTSC stations are not

permitted full authorized power due to adverse impact on mobile
operations.

Based upon the above, this office believes that additional
time 1is needed to study the technical issues including
propagation,? protection ratios to and from other services, out-of-
band emissions, etc. contained in the Sixth Further Notice.
Therefore, it is requested that the Commission extend the date for
the comments and reply comments as it pertains to these technical
issues by an additional sixty days. This additional time will put

the comment beyond the very busy holiday season that is rapidly
approaching.

2WAMU (FM), Channel 203, 50 kW (H&V) and 152 M HAAT
WPFW(FM), Channel 207, S0 kW (H&V) and 125 M HAAT

3ror example, the K factor in propagation models may need to be scrutinized
to ascertain the appropriate value.
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If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
this office.

Dongld G. Everist
Copkulting Engineer
District of Columbia
Professional Engineer
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